National Minimum Wage Rates 2015/2016 & the National Living Wage
The National Minimum Wage Rates are reviewed on an annual basis by the Low Pay Commission. Changes then normally have taken effect from the 1st of October that year.

From the 1st October 2015 the following national minimum wage rates apply.

· Workers aged 21 and over - £6.70 per hour
· Workers age 18 to 20 - £5.30 per hour
· Workers aged 16 to 17 - £3.87 per hour
· The apprentice rate for apprentices under age 19 or age 19 or over and in the first year of their apprenticeship – £3.30 per hour
Penalties for employers not in compliance include automatic payment of twice the underpayment, fines of up to £20,000 per worker in non-compliance and disqualification of failing Directors for up to 15 years.

Note that from April 2016 the above scale is effectively being extended by the introduction of a new minimum rate for Workers aged 25 and over of £7.20 per hour, (known as the National Living Wage).

The Government have stated that it is intended that the National Living Wage will be £9.00 per hour by the end of this Parliament.
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