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The NASC continues to produce this 
most detailed and honest breakdown of 
the incidents that occur annually within 
the membership of the confederation. 

Safety professionals across the 
construction industry rush to analyse 
the detail, as do we: the information 
it contains is used to benchmark our 
members against the wider industry 
and to ensure that our safety and 
technical guidance remains good 
practice and fit for purpose within the 
scaffolding and access sectors.

In addition to broadening our 
membership, as part of my plans dur-
ing my two-year Presidency, I want to 
bring these considerations to the whole 
scaffolding and construction industries 
– providing detail on safety in industry 
situations where there are significant 
incidents, yet where there is limited 
information currently.   

We require all scaffolders to work to 
NASC safety guidance at all times to 
ensure they go home safely from their 
place of work, in the full knowledge that 
injury can be avoided with good 
practice.

The NASC members’ incident 
statistics over the years have seen 
dramatic reductions in major injury 

and fatalities – and this year sees many 
positive safety statistics again. 

Unfortunately, as this year’s figures 
show we are faced with increases in 
the more obvious and difficult area to 
police – that of slips trips and falls; once 
again the largest cause of accidents and 
injuries. 

In spite of sophisticated advances in 
health and safety management, the 
scaffolding sector as a whole still needs 
to try harder. The confederation is to 
release new safety guidance in respect 
of this shortly – SG32:16 ‘Management 
of Slips, Trips and Falls.’ 

And we also now offer our newly 
released SG4:15 ‘Preventing Falls in 
Scaffolding Operations’ as a free 
download via our new-look website.

We hope that the wider industry will 
now embrace and put into practice 
this guidance and not just quote the 
reference to their clients. We have to 
reach out to all in the industry as well as 
maintaining our own standards within 
the membership. CDM, The Work at 
Height Regulations and general safety 
guidance are difficult to police in 
smaller industrial situations, but the 
needs are identical, in a large or small 
firm.

We continue to enjoy the support 
of our members and other industry 
experts, who give of their time freely to 
write new and revised safety guidance 
for the scaffolding industry. I would ask 
for continued support from industry 
leaders and challenge them to ensure 
the NASC safety guidance notes are 
made available on all of their sites. The 
newly formed BuildUK will I am sure 
continue to develop fresh ideas in these 
areas and we are proud to be involved, 
working closely with them.

In addition under my Presidency, I 
look forward to the continued support of 
the HSE and thank them for their 
contribution to our ongoing work to 
make the scaffolding and access 
industry as safe as possible. I feel 
confident that we can continue to tailor 
guidance to be simple and specific to 
the needs of the industry and not create 
obstacles that might encourage it to be 
short cut or worse, ignored totally. 

As ever, we must continue to strive 
for zero incidents throughout the 
scaffolding and access industry. And I 
am confident that through greater 
regulation on the part of the 
confederation future editions of this well 
received annual Safety Report will show 
further reductions in reported incidents 
within our membership.

President’s
Welcome

Alan Lilley, NASC President
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What is the NASC 
doing to drive up 
Safety Standards?
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The NASC’s expert Health and Safety 
Committee is comprised of 18 
experienced industry professionals, 
drawn from its membership and 
outside agencies with support & 
guidance from the HSE and BuildUK.
Output from the group has been and 
continues to be prolific – never more so 
than in 2015, with the publication of our 
core safety guidance, SG4:15 
‘Preventing Falls in Scaffolding Opera-
tions.‘ Such safety guidance noticeably 
enhances industry best practice for 
working at height, especially in relation 
to safety within the scaffolding sector.

As ever, Slips, Trips and Falls remain 
the major cause of injury within the  
scaffolding industry, and there has been 
a marked increase in falls of materials. 
These will be the main focus for the 
Health and Safety Committee in 2016.

NASC members are strictly audited 
on an annual basis, to ensure 
compliance with stringent membership 
requirements. The confederation 
expects the highest possible standards 
with regard to health and safety. A full 
list of NASC safety guidance can be 
found on the new-look website and is 

reported in the NASC Yearbook.

>em je ÓdZ Nasc c[cX[h YecfWd_[i0
All current NASC members are listed 
on the ‘Membership’ section under 
‘Find a Member’ on the new website, 
where you can search by company 
name, postcode/town or county. 

MWdj je adem ceh[ WXekj j^[ Nasc5
The mobile-friendly, fully functional, 
new NASC website carries detailed 
information on the NASC – including the 
specifics of membership criteria (with a 
new lower subscription threshold of just 
£995+VAT in 2016 for companies with a 
sub-£1M turnover), a complete list of all 
current NASC technical and safety guid-
ance (in the online shop), links,
scaffolding terminology, the latest news 
items and much more. Do have a look: 
mmm$dWiY$eh]$ka

� @e_d Nasc seY_Wb C[Z_W fbWj\ehci
Like the NASC Facebook Page & 
Follow us on Twitter:

�NASChXV[[daY^c\NASChXV[[daY^c\
�NASChXV[[daY^c\

M[Xi_j[0 mmm$dWiY$eh]$ka

fekdZ[Z _d '/*+" j^[ Nasc WdZ _ji (&& \kbb 
YedjhWYj_d] c[cX[hi i[j j^[ ijWdZWhZ _d 

iYW\\ebZ_d] iW\[jo _d j^[ KA$ f[m jhWZ[ 
WiieY_Wj_edi YWd YbW_c je ^Wl[ WY^_[l[Z ie ckY^$ 
M[ fheZkY[ _dZkijho ]k_ZWdY[ j^Wj _i WYY[fj[Z Wi 

W X[dY^cWha \eh j^[ iYW\\ebZ_d] i[Yjeh WdZ 
ikffehj[Z Xo >se" 8k_bZKA" cit8 � cisrs0 feh 

[nWcfb[" tg(&0') geeZ FhWYj_Y[ gk_Z[ \eh tkX[ � 
f_jj_d] sYW\\ebZ_d] � sg*0'+ Fh[l[dj_d] fWbbi _d 

sYW\\ebZ_d] of[hWj_edi$ 

i

DRAFT
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Comparison  
of NASC/HSE 
accident  
statistics

Since 2005, the NASC has compared 
the accident statistics of their full 
contracting member companies with 
those produced by the HSE for con-
struction industry accidents in general.

The table below gives an overview of 
reportable accident statistics recorded 
by all NASC full contracting members (a 
requirement of NASC membership) and 
overall construction industry statistics. 

These construction industry statistics 
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Statistics derived from the NASC annual returns of reportable accidents

Number of NASC Operatives ''/** '*&(/ '),-& ')'(* '*,., ')-',              '*&/.                           ')-*/                   '*/.. '*/+*

NASC 0 (6 1(( 0 49 125 0 66 105 0 41 98 0 28 9( 0 (4 111 1 2, 106 6, 0 (0 66 0 (6 69 0 (( 6(

Construction industry statistics provided by HSE from RIDDOR reports

Construction >ndustry General Statistics ,9 445, ,915 ,2 4415 8188 5( (91( ,(51 42 2585 5651 50 2298 4,64 49 22(0 5(91 (9    191(   n/a     (1(( 42  1900   (29( (5    18((      (581 � � �

Scaffolding >ndustry Fatalities Total ( n/a n/a 2 n/a n/a 4 202 280 0 150 244 2 116 19, ( 11, 22( 1   1(6    n/a    1(9  

Nej[0�I]Z�\ZcZgVa�XdchigjXi^dc�hiVi^hi^Xh�VcY�i]Z�hXV[[daY^c\�[ViVa^i^Zh�̂ cXajYZ�Vaa�i]dhZ�gZedgiZY�Wn�NASC�bZbWZgh#�I]Z�NASC�gZedgi^c\�
eZg^dY�gjch�[gdb�?VcjVgn�"�9ZXZbWZg#�I]Z�=S:�gZedgi^c\�eZg^dY�gjch�[gdb�Aeg^a�"�BVgX]#�C]Vc\Zh�̂ c�gZfj^gZbZcih�cdl�bZVc�i]Vi�
hZeVgViZ�Ò\jgZh�[dg�cdc�NASC�bZbWZgh�VgZ�cd�adc\Zg�VkV^aVWaZ�VcY�VgZ�h^bean�VYYZY�id�i]Z�XdchigjXi^dc�Ò\jgZ#�

8obearison of C6S8 6ccidZnt and 8onstrjction >ndjstrn Statistics sjeeliZd Wn thZ HS:

are compiled by the HSE from the 
G>DDOG reports they receive.

>n addition, the table also identifies any 
scaffolder related fatalities that have 
been reported by NASC members over 
the last 10 years.

And it should be noted that in line with 
HSE reporting procedures, that NASC 
Safety Geports are based on seven–day 
reporting.
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2013/14

Since 201( the HSE have been unable to provide statistics for scaffolding 
industry fatalities.

2015/16
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>t is a condition of NASC membership 
that every member completes an an-
nual accident return form. 

This Safety Geport is based on factual 
information reported by all 200 full 
contracting members of the National 
Access and Scaffolding Confederation 
from ?anuary to December 2015.

Fatalities to Operatives
There were de \WjWb_j_[i reported by the 
NASC membership during 2015. 

This is the third year running that the 
NASC have been able to report no 
fatalities to scaffolding operatives.

Injuries to Operatives
The number of accidents reported by 
NASC members in 2015 is based on 
,-day reporting. Comparing the 2015 
report with 2014 shows the number of 
incidents has decreased from 105 to 96 
– a h[ZkYj_ed e\ d[Whbo /�.

The total number of operatives working 
within the membership has reduced 
slightly this year from 14,988 to 14,954, 
which is a reduction of just 0.25�.

The number of NASC full contracting 
members (which does not include Hire 
& Sales, or >nformation Members), has 
also reduced this year from 202 to 199. 
All 199 (100�) member companies 

fulfilled their membership requirement 
by returning accident statistics in time 
for this Safety Geport. 

The incidence rates and frequency rates 
for 2015 have Xej  ̂h[ZkY[Z this year to 
6.42 and 0.(2 respectively.

Compared to the 2014 safety report, the 
incidence and frequency rates were ,.01 
and 0.(5 respectively.

NASC members are fully committed to 
improving their operatives’ 
working environment – securing a safer 
and healthier scaffolding industry.

Please refer to tWXb[ '$

Fatalities & Injuries 
to operatives
6s eart of C6S8 bZbWZrshie critZria! ZkZrn bZbWZr has to cobelZtZ an annjal  
accidZnt rZtjrn forb# Ihis SafZtn GZeort is WasZd on factjal inforbation rZeortZd Wn all 
fjll contracting bZbWZrs of thZ Cational 6ccZss and Scaffolding 8onfZdZration in '%&*# 
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Year Number of 
Companies

Number of 
Operatives

Incidents Incidence
Rate

Frequency
Rate

Fatalities Fatal
Incidence Rate

 19,5 (( 58,9 494 84.0( 4.20 1 0.1,

 19,6 (6 6286 568 90.(6 4.52 0 0.00

 19,, (6 6,,2 ,00 10(.(, 5.1, 2 0.29

 19,8 40 ,244 596 82.2, 4.11 2 0.2,

 19,9 44 8510 655 ,6.9, (.85 ( 0.(5

 1980 46 8160 5(2 65.20 (.26 ( 0.(6

 1981 50 ,51( 496 66.02 (.(0 4 0.5(

 1982 41 68(( 546 ,9.91 4.00 0 0.00

 198( 46 6809 480 ,0.49 (.52 ( 0.44

 1984 44 59(0 421 ,0.99 (.55 1 0.16

 1985 45 5420 42( ,8.04 (.90 ( 0.55

 1986 45 6840 52( ,6.46 (.82 ( 0.4(

 198, 4, 6842 49, ,2.65 (.6( 2 0.29

 1988 4, 8094 5,6 ,1.16 (.56 1 0.12

 1989 40 ,640 550 ,1.99 (.60 0 0.00

 1990 29 84(5 44, 52.99 2.65 2 0.2(

 1991 5( ,090 5(0 ,4.,5 (.,4 1 0.14

 1992 54 660( 28( 42.86 2.14 1 0.15

 199( 62 6(21 28( 44.,, 2.24 1 0.15

 1994 ,0 ,520 264 (5.11 1.,6 1 0.1(

 1995 ,1 ,525 26, (5.49 1.,, 1 0.1(

 1996 68 6816 248 (6.(8 1.82 1 0.14

 199, 8, 894( ((0 (6.90 1.85 2 0.22

 1998 81 ,8,1 2(2 29.48 1.4, 0 0.00

 1999 105 106,9 258 24.16 1.21 0 0.00

 2000 110 10,,9 25( 2(.4, 1.1, 1 0.09

 2001 119 11950 24( 20.( 1.01, 2 0.1,

 2002 122 10,21 189 1,.6( 0.88 1 0.09

 200( 125 11810 19, 16.68 0.8( 1 0.084

 2004 1(8 10499 198 18.86 0.94 1 0.095

 2005 145 112(8 21( 18.95 0.95 0 0.00

 2006 148 11994 169 14.09 0.,0 0 0.00

 200, 152 14029 1,4 12.40 0.62 0 0.00

 2008 1,4 1(,60 1,0 12.(5 0.62 0 0.00

 2009 201 1(124 1(9 10.59 0.5( 0 0.00

 2010 201 14686 121 8.24 0.41 0 0.00

 2011 201 1(,16 145 10.5, 0.5( 0 0.00

 2012 201 14098 1(4  9.5 (6.,) 0.48 (0.(4) 1 0.0,

 201( 200 1(,49 96 6.98 0.(5 0 0.00

 2014 202 14988 105 ,.01 0.(5 0 0.00

 (&'+ '// '*/+* /, ,$*( &$)( & &$&&

Table 1:  C6S8 6ccidZnt ;igjrZs Ä NZarln Sjbbarn

Incidence rate =     Co# of rZeortZd accidZnts m &%%%
            6kZragZ Co# of DeZratikZs

Frequency rate =    Co# of rZeortZd accidZnts m &%%!%%%
           6kZragZ Co# of hojrs lor`Zd

MZthod of 8alcjlation/
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Causes of  
accidents to 
operatives

From the analysis detailed in Tables 2, 3 
and 4 it can be seen that the number of 
falls from height accidents has reduced 
by 29% from 24 in 2014 to 17 in 2015.

The statistics for 2015, shown in Table 
4, also show that the highest fall of an 
operative falling from a scaffold or 
working platform was 5m.

The number of falls reported from 
scaffolds/working platforms at or above 
4m was 2 and there were 3 falls from 
scaffolds/working platforms under 4m. 

This year there were no reported falls 
from a scaffold/working platform where 
the fall was arrested by a lanyard or 
harness.

The major cause of injury to scaffolders 
during 2015 continues to be Slips, Trips 
and Falls (STF) on the same level.

Table 2.1: NASC Accident Figures – Causes of Accidents to Site Operatives

Site operations for the year 2015: 94.8% of all reportable accidents occurred on site
u Other Site Operations       s Handling of Materials       l Falls       n Falls Materials

Although this figure has reduced by 6 
incidents this year, it is the twelfth 
consecutive year that STF accidents 
have been the major cause of injury. 
STF amounted to just over 34% of all 
injuries reported this year. 

As in nearly all other sectors of the 
industry, falls from height seem to 
attract the most attention, but it is Slips, 
Trips and Falls on the same level that 
have been identified as the most 
common cause of injury in scaffolding. 
They occur in almost all workplaces and 
can result in serious injury – including 
broken bones. Slips and trips can also 
be the initial cause of a range of other 
accident types such as falls from height.

Employers have a clear and indeed 
legal responsibility to provide their 
employees with a safe place of work 
– even if it is on someone else’s site.

Many employers do not give slips and 
trips the priority they deserve and they 
are often considered as being outside of 
their control, inevitable or the fault of the 
employee.

Falls from height have shown a 
reduction this year compared with 2014. 
Falls from scaffolds/working platforms 
showed a decreased of 44% in 2015 
from 9 to 5, falls from ladders decreased 
from 7 in 2014 to 6 in 2015 and there 
was only 1 reported fall from a vehicle, 
which was reported in the yard.

Falls of Materials have shown a marked 
increase this year from 4 in 2014 to 10 in 
2015. An increase of 150%. The majority 
of reported incidents concerning falling 
materials were not from scaffolds or 
working platforms but from other 
workplace areas.

Manual handling injuries have shown 
an increase this year from 19 in 2014 
to 22 in 2015, which is an increase of 
15%. It is important for the workforce 
to understand the significance of lifting 
equipment correctly in a safe manner 
and they should make themselves aware 
of the NASC guidance which is available 
on this particular topic: SG6. 

As this report shows, the majority of 
manual handling accidents reported 
this year were Fractures to the Hands, 
Fingers & Wrists and to the Feet, Toes & 
Ankles.
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Table 2.2: C6S8 6ccidZnt ;igjrZs Ä 8ajsZs of 6ccidZnts to Nard DeZratikZs

OWhZ ef[hWj_edi \eh j^[ o[Wh (&'+0 +$(� e\ Wbb h[fehjWXb[ WYY_Z[dji eYYkhh[Z _d j^[ oWhZ
u Handling of Materials       s Other Yard Accidents       l Falls

Members of the public

FALLS
Scaffolding structures      1  1  2  2
Lorking platform, gangway, trestles       1 1  2 1 (
Cradles, boatswains chairs etc          5 1 6
Ladders            
Hoists during erection or dismantling           1 1
Collapse of scaffold            
Failure/collapse of cradle, boatswains chair            
Breakage i.e. displacement boards            
Falls in yard          1  1
Other (from walls, roofs, rope, lorry)          2 2 4
sK8 total        (    '-

FALLS OF MATERIAL
From scaffold           2 2
From platforms 
From cradles, boatswains chairs etc 
From hoists during dismantling 
Due to collapse of scaffold 
Other falls of materials  2  2      1 , 8
sK8 total    (        '&

HANDLING OF MATERIALS
On site          ( 19 22
>n Yard 
sK8 total            ((

OTHER SITE ACCIDENTS
Falls on the level          12 18 (0
Stepping or striking against 
Other causes (eye injury, electric shock, GTA)          1 8 9
Lork equipment          1 ( 4
sK8 total            *)

OTHER YARD ACCIDENTS
Other yard accidents          ( 1 4
sK8 total            *

total    (    (    /, 

3rd Party Injuries Operatives Injuries

fWjWb CW`eh - dWo tejWb fWjWb CW`eh - dWo tejWb fWjWb CW`eh - dWo tejWb 

Table 3: C6S8 6ccidZnt ;igjrZs Ä 8ajsZs of 6ccidZnts to 
MZbWZrs of thZ ejWlic! (rd EartiZs and DeZratikZs
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As part of the NASC’s analysis of the 
accident statistics, the review takes 
account of the relationship between 
individual groups of scaffolders and 
operatives based on the age groups of 
scaffolders/operatives, the age range of 
the scaffolder/operative and the grade 
of the scaffolder/operative. These are 
then compared with the overall 
statistics reported in 2014.

tWXb[ * details the analysis of the 
accidents reported to operatives 
broken down by age, grade of scaf-
folder and type of accident. From this 
year’s statistics, the NASC has identified 
that (in a similar manner to last year), 
when accidents are broken down by age 
group, the highest number of accidents 
occurred in the 21- (0 age group 2 42 
(44�). This was followed by the (1– 40 
and 41- 50 age groups each reporting 
20 (21�). These three groups accounted 

for nearly 86� (82) of all accidents. 
The number of accidents reported for 
the rest of the age related groups were 
16-20 2 ( ((�), 51-60 2 9 (9�) and 61+ 
2 2 (2�). 

>n age ranges 16–40, Slips, Trips and 
Falls on the same level were the major 
cause of accidents (24), followed by 
manual handling (15), falls from height 
(10), falls of materials (8), work 
equipment (() and others (5). >n the 41+ 
age groups, Slips, Trips and Falls on 
the same level (9) were also the major 
cause of accidents followed by manual 
handling (,), falls from height (,), falls 
of materials (2) and others (6). These 
accidents follow a very similar pattern 
to those reported last year. 

Slips, Trips and Falls on the same level 
totalled (( incidents in 2015 – (5� of 
the total number of accidents recorded. 

Although these figures show a 
reduction of nearly 6� on the number of 
Slips, Trips and Falls incidents in 2014, 
it is still the major cause of injuries. 

Lhen the figures were analysed by the 
grade of the operative, once again the 
NASC identified that Scaffolders 
suffered the largest accident rate across 
all age ranges, totalling 44 (46�). This 
was followed by Trainees at 21 (22�), 
Labourers 18 (19�), then Advanced 
Scaffolders 9 (9�), Supervisors 2 (2�), 
Drivers and Managers both at 1 (1�).

Lhen these statistics are compared 
with the 2014 Safety Geport, it can be 
seen that there were more accidents to 
Labourers than Advanced Scaffolders, 
which is a reversal of those reported 
in 2014. The NASC also identified a 
marked increase in the number of ,-
day incidents (40�) related to Trainees.

Analysis of  
 accidents
6s eart of thZ C6S8És analnsis of thZ accidZnt statistics! thZ rZkiZl ta`Zs accojnt of thZ 
rZlationshie WZtlZZn indikidjalln rZeortZd accidZnts! thZ gradZ$agZ of thZ scaffoldZr or 
oeZratikZ and cobearZs thZ okZrall statistics lith thosZ rZeortZd in '%&)#
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Table 4: DeZratikZs Wn 6gZ! <radZ of ScaffoldZr and IneZ of 6ccidZnt

Falls
sc%MF chWZb[ lWZZ[h OWhZ oj^[h
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#(

&
('

#)
&
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&
*'

#+
&

+'
#,

&
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!

Fall Materials
sYW\\ oj^[h

MHO WE Elec Fire HS STF Other

a][ ghWZ[ Ci Ci -Z Ci-Z Ci -Z -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z

To
ta

l 7
 d

ay
s

Ci -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z Ci -Z

Manager                             
Supervisor                             
Advanced                              
Scaffolder                               
Trainee                           1 1    (
Labourer         1                    '
Driver                             
Manager                              
Supervisor                             
Advanced              1               '
Scaffolder     1     1    4 2          2 (  2 '+
Trainee 1    1     1   1 1  4 1         6   ',
Labourer       1            (  2       2 2   '&
Driver                              
Manager                             
Supervisor 1                             '
Advanced                            1   '
Scaffolder      1   1     1 1 4         2  1 2 ')
Trainee                           1 1   (
Labourer                1         2    )
Driver                             
Manager                              
Supervisor                1             '
Advanced 1               1  1       1   1 +
Scaffolder            2    (  1       2   2 '&
Trainee                              1 '
Labourer                           1 2   )
Driver                              
Manager                              
Supervisor                             
Advanced                           1   '
Scaffolder 1    2     1      1          1    ,
Trainee                             
Labourer          1                    '
Driver     1                          '
Manager                         1    '
Supervisor                             
Advanced  1                           '
Scaffolder                             
Trainee                               
Labourer                              
Driver                             
totals * ' & & + ' ' & ( ) & ( ' - ) '/ ' * & & & & & & '+ '. ' .  
 '- '& (( + & & & )) /    /,

Total number of Falls from height (Operatives)  1,
Highest Geported Fall  5m
Number of Falls from Scaffolds/Lorking Platforms (SC/LP) 5
Number of Falls under 4m (SC/LP) ( 
Number of Falls at 4m or above (SC/LP) 2
Number of Falls from Ladders 6
Number of Geported Falls from Scaffolds Arrested by Safety Harness  0

A[o
Ci 2 Major >njury
-Z 2 Over , Day >njury
sc%MF 2 Scaffolds & Lorking Platforms
C>o 2 Manual Handling Operations
Me 2 Lork Equipment
eb[Y 2 Electrical >njury
>s 2 Harmful Substance
stf 2 Slips, Trips & Falls on the same level



Injuries to Third Parties 
& Members of 
the Public

Since 2002, NASC members have been 
asked to differentiate between 
accidents involving third parties or 
members of the public as part of their 
reporting procedures.

In 2015, there were 2 incidents reported 
for injuries to third parties and 2 
incidents reported for injuries to 
members of the public. 

The incidents for third parties related to 

falls from Scaffolds and Working 
Platforms (2). The incidents to 
members of the public were related to 
other falls of materials from height.  

Frequency of Accidents 
in Different Sized 
Companies

As part of their reporting process, the 
NASC also identifies the total number of 
accidents reported – relative to the size 
of the individual companies.

Table 6 indicates the experience of 
different sized firms (for their own 

scaffolding operatives), using standard 
incidence measurement. 

In addition to the requirement to do so 
for this report, the NASC suggests that 
companies should measure their own 
incidence rate and then compare it with 
the figures for similar sized companies 
and the average for all firms.

It is a major priority of the NASC to 
make sure that members of the public, 
third party contractors and scaffolding 
operatives – indeed anyone who comes 
into contact with scaffolding – should be 
as safe as possible.

Each year the NASC identifies all accidents/injuries that relate to third parties  
(non-scaffolding trades working on the same sites) or to members of the general public.

Injuries to Third  
Parties & Members  
of the public

14 > NASC



Table 5: Accident Figures - Third Parties and Members of the Public

Table 6: Frequency of Accidents in Different Sized Companies
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1 - 20	 46						      569	 28	 597	 7	 11.73	 0.06	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

(Very Small)

21 - 50		  85					     2718	 99	 2817	 24	 8.52	 0.04	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0

(Small)

51- 100			   42				    2898	 110	 3008	 25	 8.31	 0.04	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0

(Small - Medium)

101 - 200				    15			   1934	 61	 1995	 21	 10.53	 0.05	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0	 0

(Medium)

201 - 1000					     9		  3526	 61	 3587	 14	 3.9	 0.02	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

(Medium - Large)

1001+						      2	 2900	 50	 2950	 5	 1.69	 0.01	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

(Large)

TOTAL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 14545	 409	 14954	 96	 6.42	0.32	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 2	 2	 0	 0
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tWXb[ - shows the types of injuries 
sustained by operatives in 2015. 

The most common injuries suffered 
by operatives were injuries to the Feet, 
Toes & Ankles (F, T & A), followed by 
injuries to the Hands, Fingers & Lrists 
(H, F & L), injuries to the Leg, Hip & 
Groin (L, H & G), injuries to the Head, 
injuries to the Back and Arm, injuries to 
the Face and Eyes, injuries to the Neck 
and Shoulder and Multiple >njuries. 

>njuries to the F, T & A amounted to 28 
(29�), to the H, F & L 28 (29�), to the 
Leg, Hip & Groin 8 (8.5�), to the Head 
, (,�), to the Back 6 (6�), to the Arm 

Type of  
Accident

Most Common Part 
of the Body Injured

Most Common 
Type of Injury

Most Common 
Overall Injury

Falls from height Leg, Hip & Groin. F, T & A Fracture Fracture - L, H & G. Feet, Toes & Ankles

Falling Materials Hands, Fingers & Lrists Fracture Fracture - Hands, Fingers & Lrists

Manual Handling Hands, Fingers & Lrists Fracture Fracture - Hands, Fingers & Lrists

Slips, Trips & Falls Feet, Toes & Ankles Fracture Fracture - Feet, Toes & Ankles

Other Accidents Hands, Fingers & Lrists Fracture Cut - Hands, Fingers & Lrists

6 (6�), to the Gib, Chest & Stomach 4 
(4�), multiple injuries 6 (6�) and 
injuries to the Face, Eyes, Neck & 
Shoulder all 1 (1�).
 
>n 2014, the most reported injuries were 
to the F, T & A, followed by H, F & T, to 
the Back, to the L, H & G and the Arm.

Fractures, Sprains, Strains, Bruising 
and Cuts and were the most common 
forms of injury with 5( (55�), 9 (9�), 
8 (8�), 8 (8�) and , (,�) respectively, 
followed by Others 4 (4�), Lacerations 
( ((�), Dislocation 1 (1�), and Abrasion 
at 1(1�). These types of injury followed 
a similar pattern to those recorded in 

2014 where fractures were also the 
most common injury. 

Overall the most commonly reported 
injuries were Fractures of the Feet, Toes 
& Ankles 20 (21�) and Fractures of the 
Hand, Finger & Lrist 20 (21�), followed 
by Sprains to Feet, Toes & Ankles 6 
(6�), multiple Fractures 5 (5�), Cuts 
to the Hands, Fingers & Lrists 5 (5�), 
Fractures to the Leg, Hip & Groin 4 (4�).
 
tWXb[ - is subdivided into six separate 
tables, -$' je -$, identifying different 
types of accident (Falls from Height, 
Falling Materials, Manual Handling, 
Slips, Trips and Falls, and others).

Analysis of Injuries 
to Operatives
IhZ folloling gikZs an analnsis of all thZ in_jriZs rZeortZd! idZntifning thZ tneZ of in_jrn 
sjstainZd and eart of thZ Wodn affZctZd# >t also gikZs an accojnt of thZ tneZ of accidZnt 
cobearZd lith thZ bost cobbon in_jrn or bost cobbon eart of thZ Wodn in_jrZd#
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Table 7.1: 6ll >n_jriZs

Eyes Face Head Neck/
Shoulder

Ribs/
Chest/

Stomach

Back Arm Hand/
Finger & 

Wrist

Leg/
Hip/

Groin

Feet/
Toes & 
Ankles

Multiple Total %

Fracture      2  2 20 4 20 5 +) ++$('
Amputation             
Dislocation       1 1    ( ($&.
Temporary Loss of Sight             
Chemical Burn
Electrical Burn
Burn             
Penetration             
Unconscious             
Strain      ( (  2   . .$))
Sprain    1    1  6 1 / /$).
Abrasion  1    1      ( ($&.
Laceration   1     1 1   ) )$')
Cut   2     5    - -$(/
Bruising   2  2 1   1 2  . .$))
Multiple             
Other 1  2   1      * *$'-
total ' ' - ' * , , (. . (. , /, 
� '$&* '$&* -$(/ '$&* *$'- ,$(+ ,$(+ (/$'- .$)) (/$'- ,$(+  '&&�

Table 7.2: ;alls frob HZight

Eyes Face Head Neck/
Shoulder

Ribs/
Chest/

Stomach

Back Arm Hand/
Finger & 

Wrist

Leg/Hip/
Groin

Feet/Toes 
& Ankles

Multiple Total

Fracture      1  2 ( ) ) '(
Amputation            
Dislocation            
Temporary Loss of Sight
Chemical Burn
Electrical Burn
Burn
Penetration            
Unconscious
Strain      1      '
Sprain        1 1   (
Abrasion      1      '
Laceration
Cut            
Bruising          1  '
Multiple            
Other            
total      )  ) * * ) '-

Table 7.3: ;alling MatZrials

Eyes Face Head Neck/
Shoulder

Ribs/
Chest/

Stomach

Back Arm Hand/
Finger & 

Wrist

Leg/Hip/
Groin

Feet/Toes 
& Ankles

Multiple Total

Fracture        2  1 1 *
Amputation            
Dislocation
Temporary Loss of Sight
Chemical Burn
Electrical Burn
Burn
Penetration            
Unconscious            
Strain            
Sprain
Abrasion  1          '
Laceration   1      1   (
Cut            
Bruising      1      '
Multiple            
Other   2         (
total  ' )   '  ( ' ' ' '&

NASC�> 17



Table 7.4: Manual Handling Injuries

Eyes Face Head Neck/
Shoulder

Ribs/
Chest/

Stomach

Back Arm Hand/
Finger & 

Wrist

Leg/Hip/
Groin

Feet/Toes 
& Ankles

Multiple Total

Fracture	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 9	 	 2	 	 11
Amputation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Dislocation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 1	 	 	 	 2
Temporary Loss of Sight
Chemical Burn
Electrical Burn
Burn
Penetration
Unconscious
Strain	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 1	 	 	 	 	 3
Sprain	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 1
Abrasion	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Laceration	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 	 	 1
Cut	 	 	 1	 	 	 	 	 3	 	 	 	 4
Bruising	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Multiple
Other	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Total	 	 	 1	 	 	 2	 2	 14	 	 2	 1	 22

Table 7.5: Slips Trips and Falls

Eyes Face Head Neck/
Shoulder

Ribs/
Chest/

Stomach

Back Arm Hand/
Finger & 

Wrist

Leg/Hip/
Groin

Feet/Toes 
& Ankles

Multiple Total

Fracture	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 1	 4	 3	 11	 1	 22
Amputation
Dislocation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Temporary Loss of Sight
Chemical Burn
Electrical Burn
Burn
Penetration
Unconscious
Strain	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 1	 	 1	 	 	 3
Sprain	 	 	 	 1	 	 	 	 	 	 4	 	 5
Abrasion	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Laceration
Cut	 	 	 1	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1
Bruising	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2
Multiple	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Other	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Total	 	 	 1	 1	 4	 1	 2	 4	 4	 15	 1	 33

Table 7.6: Other causes of Injuries

Eyes Face Head Neck/
Shoulder

Ribs/
Chest/

Stomach

Back Arm Hand/
Finger & 

Wrist

Leg/Hip/
Groin

Feet/Toes 
& Ankles

Multiple Total

Fracture	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 3	 	 3	 	 6
Amputation
Dislocation
Temporary Loss of Sight	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Chemical Burn
Electrical Burn
Burn	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Penetration	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Unconscious
Strain	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Sprain	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 	 1
Abrasion	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Laceration	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Cut	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 	 	 2
Bruising	 	 	 2	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 3
Multiple	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Other	 1	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 	 	 	 	 2
Total	 1	 	 2	 	 	 1	 	 5	 1	 4	 	 14
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NASC:
Support & 
guidance



The NASC works regularly with key 
industry organisations, striving for good 
practice and to keep ahead of develop-
ments in the scaffolding sector and 
construction industry. 

Many representatives from these top
organisations (left) are members of 
NASC standing committees, focusing 
on particular areas of good practice, 
such as Health & Safety.

Closer ties are constantly being  
developed with industry organisations. 
Significantly, links with HSE and 
BuildUK help to mould requirements, 
and renewed involvement with BS> and 
developing links with Europe (through 
UEG primarily) are essential to our 
presence in the construction industry.

For a list of current industry  
guidance please refer to the new NASC 
website mmm$dWiY$eh]$ka$

NASC core safety  
objectives are...

4To have an incident free safety 
record driven by oero tolerance of  
non-conformity to NASC guidance.

4To ensure that scaffolders can work 
safely throughout their career.

4To enable all scaffolding companies 
to draw on NASC experience and 
guidance - raising safety standards 
across the industry.

4To continuously audit NASC  
members to ensure they follow industry 
guidance and best practice.

4To update Safety Guidance (SG) & 
Technical Guidance (TG) on a five year 
cycle, for maximum relevance. 

HZalth and SafZtn :mZcjtikZ

8onstrjction >ndjstrn  
ScaffoldZrs GZcord SchZbZ

8onstrjction S ìlls  
8ZrtiÒcation SchZbZ

7ritish Standards >nstitjtZ

8onstrjction >ndjstrn Iraining 7oard

StratZgic ;orjb

Jnion :jroeaischZr  
<ZrjstWajWZtriZWZ

NASC:
Support & 
guidance

NASC�> 21

7jildJ@



22 > NASC

Our special 
thanks to...
IhZ C6S8 lojld lì Z to than  ̀thZ folloling fjll contracting 
bZbWZrs for thZir assistancZ lith this SafZtn GZeort/

( D Scaffolding Ltd
(60 Scaffolding Ltd
A & ? Maintenance Support Ltd
A&A Scaffolding Plus Eight (200() Ltd
AAA Scaffold Ltd
Abbey Scaffolding (Swindon) Ltd
Abbi Access Services Ltd
Access 2 Limited T/A Sandwell Scaffold
Access Solutions Scaffolding Ltd
Ace Scaffolding (M/CG) Ltd
Acorn Scaffolding (Yorkshire) Ltd
Actavo (UK) Ltd
Advance Scaffolding (Lancashire) Ltd
Advanced Scaffolding (Bristol) Ltd
Alan Lilks Scaffolding Ltd
Allen & Foxworthy Ltd
Allied Scaffolding Ltd
Alltask Ltd
ALP Scaffolding Services Ltd
Altrad NSG Ltd
Amber Scaffolding Ltd
Anglesey Scaffolding (Ynys Mon) Company Ltd
Anglewest Ltd
APE Scaffolding Ltd
Apex Scaffolding (Exeter) Ltd
Apex Scaffolding (Leicester) Ltd
Archway Services plc
Arctic Scaffolding Co Ltd
Artel Scaffolding Ltd
ASC Edinburgh Ltd
ASC Scaffolding Ltd
Ash Scaffolding Ltd
Ashdurn Ltd
Ashton Scaffolding Services Ltd
Austins Cradles Ltd
B & A Scaffolding Ltd
B ? Champion Scaffolding Ltd
Barnet Scaffolding Services Ltd T/A ?DC Scaffolding 
London
Bee ?ay Scaffolding Ltd
Blencowe Scaffolding Ltd
Brand Energy & >nfrastructure Services UK, Ltd T/A 
SGB
Brogan Group Ltd
Brunel Scaffolding Ltd
Bryson Scaffolding Ltd
BSL (Systems) Ltd
Burflex (Scaffolding) Ltd
Cape >ndustrial Services Ltd
Carlisle Scaffolding Ltd
Central Scaffolding (Burton) Ltd
Cheshire Scaffolds Ltd
Chris Sedgeman Scaffolding Ltd
City Scaffold Services (Midlands) Ltd
Commercial Scaffolding Ltd
Complete Access (Scaffolding) Ltd
Complete Access Specialist Contracts Ltd
Connect Scaffolding Ltd
Connolly Scaffolding Ltd
Construction Site Scaffolding Ltd
Contract Scaffolding Services Ltd
Controlled Scaffolding Ltd
Coventry Scaffolding Co (London) Ltd
Crest Scaffolding Ltd
Crossway Scaffolding (Elland) Ltd

CLG Scaffolds Ltd
D + G Group Plc
D Lard Scaffolding Co. Ltd
D. Stewart Scaffolding Ltd
Denholm >ndustrial Services Ltd
Design Scaffolding (Bristol) Ltd
E A Scaffolding & Systems Ltd
Empire Scaffolding (GB) Ltd
Euro Scaffolding Services Ltd
Fast Fix Scaffolding Ltd
Focus Scaffolding Ltd
Formula Scaffolding Ltd
Fourways Plant Ltd
Fred Champion Scaffolding Ltd
GB Scaffolding (Gainsborough) Ltd
Gibby Scaffolding Limited
GKG Scaffolding Ltd
Globe Scaffolding Ltd
Gloucester Scaffolding Ltd
H & H Contract Scaffolding Ltd
H M Scaffolding Ltd
H.T. Scaffolding Systems Ltd
Hadley Scaffolding Ltd
Hewaswater Scaffolding Ltd
High Peak Scaffolding Ltd
Hi-Pro Scaffolding Ltd
>BN Scaffold Access Ltd
>deal Scaffolding (Southern) Ltd
>ndependent Scaffolding Services Ltd
>nspired Scaffolding Services Ltd
>nterlink Scaffolding Ltd
>nterserve >ndustrial Services Ltd
>OT Scaffolding Ltd
? & > Scaffolding Ltd
?.L. Scaffolding Limited
?C Beale Scaffolding Ltd
?FE Attridge Scaffolding Services Co Ltd
K Scaffolding Ltd
KAEFEG Ltd
King Scaffolding Ltd
Kirk Scaffolding Ltd
Landmark Scaffolding Ltd
Lenehan Scaffolding (Preston) Ltd
Lindway Scaffolding Ltd
LTC Group 8, Ltd T/A LTC Specialist Scaffolding
Lyndon Scaffolding plc
Lysander Scaffolding Ltd
M G Scaffolding Services Ltd
M.G. Scaffolding (Anglia) Ltd
MACT Scaffolding (London) Ltd
Maidstone Scaffolding Ltd
Malvern Scaffolding Ltd
Mar Scaffolding (Scotland) Ltd
McDonald Scaffolding (Services) Ltd
MG Scaffold (Oxford) Ltd
Midland & General Scaffolding Ltd
Midland Scaffolding Services Ltd
Millcroft Services Plc
M?D & Sons (Scaffolding) Ltd
Modus Access UK Ltd
MPT Scaffolding Ltd
Muehlhan >ndustrial Services Ltd TA/ Muehlhan 
Scaffolding
Neal Stoneman Scaffolding Ltd
Network Scaffolding Contractors Ltd

Niall Scaffolders Ltd
N?S Scaffolding Ltd
Northern 90 Scaffolding Ltd
O.B.O Scaffolding Company Ltd
O.K. Scaffolding Ltd
Oxford Spires Scaffolding Ltd
P.S.S Scaffolding Ltd
Par Scaffolding Ltd
Pen Mill Scaffolding (Hire & Sales) Ltd
Premier Scaffolding Services Ltd
Pro Access Scaffolding Ltd
Pro-Fix Access Ltd
Project Scaffolding Ltd
F.F.S. Scaffolding Ltd
FED Scaffolding Ltd
G.E.D Scaffolding Ltd
Gay Seager Scaffolding Services Ltd
GBS Scaffolding Ltd
GDA Scaffolding Ltd
Genvac Scaffolding Ltd
Gilmac Scaffolding Ltd
Gise Scaffold Services Ltd
G?S Scaffolding Ltd
Godells Ltd
Gotor Scaffolding Services Ltd
Gowland Scaffold Co Ltd
GPF Scaffolding Ltd
GSEH Ltd T/A Heywood Scaffolding Services
S & K Scaffolding Ltd
S & P Scaffolding Ltd
S.G.S. Ltd
S.N. Scaffolds LLP
S.G.K. Scaffolding Ltd
S.Y.S (Scaffolding Contractors) Ltd
Safe Access Scaffolding (Midlands) Ltd
Safeway Scaffolding Limited
SAY Scaffolding Ltd
SCA Group Ltd
Scaffold Erection Services Ltd
Scaffold Services Ltd
Scaffolding 4 MGB Limited
Seabro Ltd
Severnside Scaffolding Ltd
SHS >ntegrated Services (Transmission) Ltd
SHS >ntegrated Services Ltd
Silver Star Services Ltd
Sky Scaffolding (Midlands) Ltd
Sonic Scaffolding 2000 Ltd
South Lincolnshire Scaffolding Ltd
Speedier Scaffolding Ltd
Staffordshire Access Scaffolding Ltd
Standard Scaffolding Specialists Ltd
Stanford Scaffolding Ltd
Star Scaffolding Ltd
Strathclyde Scaffolding Services Ltd
Summit Marine Scaffolding Ltd
SL Scaffolding Ltd
Swale Scaffolding Ltd
Tamworth Scaffolding Company Ltd
Tilson Scaffolding Ltd
Tone Scaffolding Services Ltd
Tower Scaffolding (South Lest) Limited
TG Scaffolding (Bristol) Ltd
TGAD Scaffolding Co. Ltd
TTAG Scaffolding Ltd
Tubeline Scaffolding Ltd
Tubes Scaffolding Ltd
Turner Access Ltd
UK Access Solutions Ltd
Unique Scaffolding Ltd
Viking Scaffold Services Ltd
Lood Group >ndustrial Services Ltd
MEGVON Palmers Ltd
ML Scaffolding Ltd

C7/ IhZ C6S8 fjll contracting bZbWZrs list"
ing is corrZct at tibZ of going to erZss# 
;or a cjrrZnt list of C6S8 fjll contracting 
bZbWZrs! elZasZ consjlt thZ C6S8 lZWsitZ/ 
lll#nasc#org#j`
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